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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Aotinp,  jl'Iedical  Officer  of  Health 
for  1941. 


To  tho  Chairmn  and  Members  of  the  Runcorn 
Rural  District  Council. 


Ijadies  and  Gentlonen,  •  v 

As  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Dr,  E.N.  Hillman  Oray  now  on  active  service,  I  have  pleasure 
in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1941. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  suggest  that  with  a  view  to 
economy  in  paper  and  printing  all  reports  shall  this  year  be 
curtailed,  consequently  many  matters  are  only  given  in  skeleton 
form,  but  paTticuLars  are  filed  for  future  use. 

Much  tj.me  has  again  been  given  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  connection  wl-th  Air  Raid  Precautions  vrork  and 
the  collection  of  salvage,  nevertheless,  essential  vrark  has 
been  well  maintained  ana  any  new  legislation  or  regulations 
have  been  given  attention  as  was  possible.  Duties 

connected  with  Infectious  Diseases,  Food,  V/ater  and  Scavenging 
have  not  been  neglected. 

POPUIATIOIT. 

The  population  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
shows  an  increase  of  540  for  the  year. 

The 'birth  rate  and  death  rate  are  respectively 
12,28  and  10.53  against  13.2  and  12.8  in  1940.  Tho 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  V/alos  for  1941  arc  14,2 
and  12.9.  Considering  tho  severity  of  the  weather  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  vdien  there  'ms  a  great  increase  in 
sickness,  the  death  rate  can  be  again  considered  satisfactory; 
the  principle  causes  of  death  were  Heart  and  Circulatory 
diseases  114  and  Cancer  51  out  of  a  total  of  349  deaths. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  again  ver]^  low,  being  only  39; 
for  England  and  T/ales  it  was  59.  The  Maternal  Mortality  was 
one  death  only  and  this  was  not  duo  to  puerperal  sepsis. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Omng  to  the  now  compulsory  notification  of 
vjhooping  Cough  and  Measles  (to  raeet  V[ar  Emergency  requirements) 
the  total  of  notifications  is  again  high.  Measles  totalled 
455,  ^Thooping  Cough  157,  Scarlet  Fever  only  27  against  36  last 
year  and  94  in  1939,  whilst  cf  Diphtheria  there  v/ere  31  cases 
against  26  last  year;  of  the  31  cases  10  v/ere  ever  20  years  of 
age.  There  is  a  satisfactory  reduction  in  the  n'umber  of 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  oases  of  which  there  were  4  notifications, 
against  15  in  the  previous  year .  Other  diseases  notified  were 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  1  case,  Pn3um.onia359 ,  Erysipelas  10,  Food 
Poisoning  1,  Chicken  Pox  1,  OpthaLmia  Neonatorum  3,  Dysentery  3 
and  Para-typhoid  4. 


1 


Thk3re  wore  no  deaths  1*1  om  Diphtheria,  Scarlet 
Fevor,  Cerobro  Spinal  Fever  or  XMiooping  Couf?h  and  only 
one  from  l.Ieasles. 

B3.IUNISATI0N. 


The  schemo  for  5.mniuriisa tlon  against  Diphtheria 
which  was  started  in  1940,  by  tvhich  payment  v/as  made 
to  private  practitioners  for  every  child  immunised, v/as 
continued.  To  assist  this  scheme  every  school  in  tho 
district  was  visited  in  the  early  part  of  1941  and  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  matter  was  the  subject  of  much  propaganda, 
including  talks  to  tho  children  in  different  classes,  the 
placing  of  posters  in  every  vilDage  and  tho  further  issue  of 
circulars  to  tho  homes  of  all  children  in  the  schools,  recom¬ 
mending  tho  parents  to  take  their  children  to  their  ovm  Doctor 
for  tho  necessary  treatment. 

It  became  apparent,  hov/ever,  after  well  over  one 
year’s  working  of  this  scheme  that  there  v/orc  a  considerable 
number  of  children  in  every  school  in  tho  district  who  had  not 
boon  treated,  apparently  due  to  unwillingness  on  tho  part  of 
tho  parents  to  go  to  Doctors’  Surgorics, 

Conscqucntl3/  it  was  considered  advisable  to  again 
circularize  tho  schools,  and  on  the  circulars  v^as  a  form  of 
consent  to  be  signed  by  tho  parents  v;ho  vjould  be  willing  for 
their  children  to  be  immunised  at  a  specially  arranged 
clinic.  The  large  response  to  this  latter  effort  v/as  rather 
surprising  and  it  was  very  apparent  that  thero  was  a  demand 
for  the  holding  of  clinics  in  every  parish  in  tho  district 
in  which  there  was  a  school.  As  a  result  579  children 
in  12  schools  rcoeivod  2  injections  of  Alum  Precipitated 
Toxoid  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  The  same 
sorum  was  still  issued  to  private  practitioners  as  the  schemo 
for  troaument  b^'’  their  ov/n  Doctor  continued  rjid  1455  in 
addition  to  the  above  v/ero  treated.  It  mil  bo  quite  safe  to 
say  that  at  least  70^  of  the  children  aged  5  to  15  yoars  old 
havQ  boon  imanised  up  to  31st  December,  1941,  In  several 
schools  ever  GOfa  of  the  children  have  been  iiiimunised,  but  the 
saxKie,  unf or  tunately ,  cannot  be  said  for  the  children  from  one 
to  fivG  years  of  age;  this  is  regrettable  as  this  3'’oungGr 
quinquonial  period  is  the  most  fatal  period  of  life  for 
Diphtheria g  There  are  signs,  however,  that  parents  arc 
becoming  aware  of  this  and  ycunger  children  have  recently 
boon  comirxg  along  in  greater  numbers.  No  chi].d  has  been 
treated  at  a  clinic  without  a  si^pod  roquest  form  from  the 
parent  , 

HOUSING, 


Owing  to  tho  difficulties  of  tho  property  owners 
in  getting  material  and  labour  for  house  repairs,  it  may  bo 
that  the  general  level  of  house  property  has  somov;hat 
doclinod.  This  has  increased  the  vx>rk  of  tho  Sanitax'^y 
Inspectors  as  many  mono  visits  than  v/ould  under  other 
conditions  have  boon  sufficient  have  had  to  bo  made  by  thorn 
in  order  to  maintain  houses  in  a  sanitary  condition.  Details 
of  such  mat tors  as  Housing,  Uatcr  Supplies,  Drainage,  Food 
Inspection,  Infectious  Diseases  etc,  will  be  found  in  the 
appropriate  special  sections  of  this  Report, 


I  dtisirc  to  put  on  record  ny  appreciation  of 
tho  ho  Ip  Given  to  ine  at  all  times  by  the  late  Clerk, 

Kr,  S.  Donnett,  v/hosc  death  v;c  so  greatly  deplore,  and  other 
officials;  especially  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  Public 
Health  Clerk  v/ho  heve  given  willing  and  continued  help 
throughout  tho  year. 

I  should  also  liko  to  express  my  deep  appreciation 
of  the  invaluable  help  and  co-operation  \\^ich  all  the  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  other  Councillors  have 
given  me • 


I  am. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JMIES  BENNETT, 

M.R.C.S  &  0.  D.P.H.,  Lond. 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


I  hs.ve  mentioned  the  birth  and  death  rates  in  my 
opening  remarks  and  for  comparison  the  follo^wing  figures 
are  given 


Birth 
Rato . 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate. 

Average  for 

last  five  years. 

13.17 

11.7 

39,6 

For  1941. 

12.28 

10.7 

39 

Details  of  Deaths  -  1941. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Males . 


Females. 


Measles 

Influenza  1 
Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System  4 
Other  tuberculosis  diseases  3 
Syphilis 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  27 
Diabetes  1 
Cerebral  ha3  morrhage  16 
Heart  disease  36 
Other  circulatory  diseases  5 
Bronchitis  8 
Pneumonia  (all  forms)  11 
Other  respiratory  diseases  2 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  Duodenum  6 
Diarrhoea  etc,  (under  2  yoars)  2 
Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases  2 
Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  10 
Other  puerperal  causes 

SSfeor^yiolence  8 
All  other  causes  24 

Road  traffic  accidents  5 
Congenital  debility,  premature  birth  etc.  5 


1 

4 

4 

1 

3 

24 

3 

11 

38 

8 

8 

4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 

15 

1 

J 


3. 


'I 


GSis^RAL  rRO^rrsioN  o?  ri:^RVicss  yoR  ■nip]  akka. 


Public  Health  Offic ers  of  LoceiI  Authority . 

The  names  and  qualifications  are  detailed  at  the 
be^inninf;  of  the  Report. 

Facilities . 

laboratory  Facilities  -  See  Report  for  1940. 

/unbalance  Facilities  -  Tv/o  v;e  11- equipped  ambulances 
are^jT^a'intained  by  the  Local  Authority,  They  are  p^ara^ed 
at  Dutton,  in  the  centre  of  the  area,  v/hence  there  is  easy 
access  to  all  parts.  One  is  used  for  infectious  cases,  and 
the  other  for  non-inf ecti ous  and  accident  cases, 

ITursin<T  in  the  Ilom.o  -  General  -  The  whole  of  the  area 
is  served  by  eloven  jloc'al  Nursing  Associations,  Each  employs 
one  trained  nurse.  These  Associations  work  independently  of 
the  County  and  District  Councils.  Some  of  the  District  Nurses 
act  also  as  midv/ivos,  and  aro  supr3r vised  by  the  County 
Authority. 

Infoctious  Diseases  -  No  provision  is  made  for  the  nursing 
of  infectious  diseases  in  the  homo. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  -  See  Report  for  1940. 

Hospitals .  -  Dutton  Isolat?  on  Hospital  -  37  Bods  - 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Runcorn  Rural  District  Council, 
and  is  staffed  by  Dr.  Crowthor,  Acting  Medical  Superintendent, 
Matron,  Sister,  Assistant  Nurse,  two  Probationers  and  one 
T7ard-maid, 

For  Voluntary  Hospitals  receiving  patients 
from  this  area  -  See  Report  for  1949, 


SMTIT/JtY  CIRgiTiSTA^'CES  CF  TFB  /vRE/w . 

All  the  items  under  this  heading  aro  the  same  as  in  the 
1940  Report  vdth  the  following  exceptions 

1,  Public  Cleansing  -  It  was  found  necessary  to  discontinue 
collection  of  Ashbin  Refuse  from  appreximab oly  350  dwellings 

in  some  rural  parishes,  and  to  make  only  fortnightly  collection 
from  the  remainder  of  Budworth  District.  Attention  to  earth 
closets  was  not  affected. 

2,  The  Ivnackors  Yard  at  Grapponhall  was  discontinued 
rosultnnt  to  proceedings  at  the  Quarter  Sessions, 

3,  There  was  no  syst.'matic  operation  of  the  Housing  Acts 
during  1941,  repairs,  inlcuding  fjomo  improvements,  wore  obtained 
at  dVvelling  houses  as  a  result  of  action  under  the  Public  Health 

/vCtSo 


Cn  the  following  page  is  a  tabular  summary  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  woik  during  the  year  1941: 


4. 


DETAILS  OF  BkSFFCilONS 

BY  THE 

sA^rjTARY  n^sr 

’ECTOR  S 

"  RING  'lHE  afar 

1941. 

Nature  of  Inspection. 

IJSLSl 

Inspec 

Informal 

Sta'^_tory; 

tions . 

notices . 

noticos . 

Houses  (Housing  Acts) 

•• 

— 

(Public  HealuhActs) 

55 

44 

7 

Schools 

17 

- 

- 

Camping  Grounds 

4 

- 

- 

^Tater  Supplies  (Samples) 

18 

- 

2 

(other  inspections) 

22 

11 

- 

Defective  Roofs,  Gutters. 

30 

23 

- 

Ashple ces, Earth  Closets 

23 

- 

1 

Closet  Conversions 

6 

6 

- 

Drains, Sanitary  Fittings 

112 

77 

- 

Cesspools 

22 

15 

- 

Ditches,  Brooks 

43 

8 

- 

Sev/er  natters 

10 

7 

- 

Re  drains , connect! ons  to 
sewers 

O 

1 — \ 

10 

1 

Refuse,  Collection  and 
disposal 

5  48 

42 

Salvage 

507 

- 

- 

Streets , Yards , Passages 

91 

5 

- 

Foul  accumulations 

20 

10 

1 

Re  Vermin  (Rats, Bugs  etc. 

)  19 

19 

- 

Slaughter  Houses 

2 

- 

- 

Piggeries 

23 

- 

- 

Offensive  trades 

44 

4 

Prosecuti on 

Dairv  Farms 

172 

3 

- 

Milk  Retailers 

53 

— 

— 

l'''ilk  Tests  and  Inquiries 

31 

7 

- 

Shops  and  Food  Stores 

144 

4 

- 

Meat  Inspection  Visits 

24 

1 

Canal  Boats 

20 

- 

— 

Zymotic  Inquiries 

139 

~ 

- 

Visits  to  contacts  and 
Schools 

67 

Mortuaries 

52 

— 

— 

Mis  cellaneous 

65 

40 

— 

War  Matters  (Shelters) 

239 

- 

- 

’’  ■'  (other  items) 

42 

- 

HOUSING. 

New  Houses  -  1941, 

Only  tin’ee  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  viiole  area 
during  1941,  these  were  for  the  ’''/arrington  Corporatj  on  at 
the  Foxhill  ’'’ater  Works,  The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
in  the  various  parishes  are  given  in  previous  Reports. 

INSPECTION  SUFRRVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Samples  obtained  during  year  ended 
31st  December,  1941, 

Adulterated  or 

No , obtained ,  not  up  to  standard , 

Ivlilk  29  7  ■ 

Other  Foods  22  Nil, 


5. 


PREVAL3NGE  OF.  AIID  CONTROL  :aTrFGTIOUS  AlTD  OTIER 

DJ.3TA3BS. 


Isolation  Hospital  Report. 


No.  of  Scarlet  Fever  patients  admitted  during  1941 

IT 


No. 

of 

Rune or 

No. 

of 

If 

■l 

If 

If 

tiff 

tt 

No. 

of 

tf 

;? 

it 

tt 

If 

It 

If 

It 

It 

If 

If 

•f 

•• 

If 

1  r 

.  T 

If 

1 T 

Tf 

If 

ft  IT 

f  * 

tf 

patients  in  hospital  at  1st  January, 1941 
1  Rural  -  5.  Runcorn  Urban  - 


3 


If 


If 


discharged 
deaths 

in  hospital  at  end  of  December 

1941. 


-  8 
-  8 

112 

102 

1 

17 


It 

It 

IT 


Dinhtheria 
C.S.M. 

Erysipelas 
Follicular  Tonsillitis 
Measles  ” 

Chicken  Pox  ” 

Broncho  Pneumonia 
Paratyphoid  B  ” 

Influenza  •’ 

Sonne  Dysentery  ’’ 

Vincents  Angina 
Suspected  C.S.M.  '* 


It 

It 

»t 

If 

tt 

It 

It 

It 

I? 

If 

It 

If 


tf 

If 

tf 

If 

If 

If 

If 

If 

If 

If 

If 


36 

45 

8 

1 

6 

3 
1 
1 

4 
2 
3 
1 
1 


TUBERCULOSIS . 


Nevj  Cases  and  Mortality  1941. 

Respiratory,  Males  16  (deaths  5)  Females  7  (deaths  2) 
Non-respirator y ,  Males  3  (deaths  0)  Females  4  (deaths  0). 


Chester  County  Council  Ijaboratory  -  Sputum  exam ina  t ions ; - 
1941  -  Positive  19,  Negative  60,  Total  79 


Statement  sho\m.ng  number  of  Tuberculosis  patients  on  tho 
Register  of  the  Runcorn  Rural  Area  on  the  31st  December,  1941: 


Year. 

Pulmonajr. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

To  tal 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

all  forms. 

1941 

61 

_ 

42 

103. 

30 

F.j  Total. 

37|  67 

170. 

SCHOOL  CLOSURES  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  -  1941. 


Date. 

27th  January. 
3rd  March, 

28  th  May. 

15th  July. 


School.  Cause . 

Moore  Council  School.  Measles 

Antrobus  C.E.  School.  ^Tiocping  Cough 
Frodsham  C.E.  Infants  Measles  and 

v.Tio oping  Cough 

Nor  ley  C.E.  Schoel.  Measles 


Duration. 
*'*  14  days. 
11  days. 

19  days . 
10  days . 


Ja^.IES  BEtU:ETT, 

M.R.C.S. ,L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. (Lend) 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Hca] 
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